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James Kelly (1791-1859) was bor11 in Paramatta, N.S.W., went 
to sea in 1807 and made several sealing voyages to the Bass 
Straits and New Zealand. In 1814 he was appointed master of 
the schooner "Henrietta" owned by T.W. Birch ( 1774-1821), a 
whaler and merchant of Hobart, and later commanded Birch's 
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brig "Sophia". In 1818 he was engaged in searching the East 
Coast for escaped convicts and in 1821 in transporting convicts 
to Macquarie Harbour in the "Sophia". He was Harbour Master of 
Hobart from 1819-1829. He also engaged in whaling and sealing, 
had a small farm on Bruny Island and property in Battery Point, 
Hobart. He married Elizabeth Griffiths in 1812 and had ten 
children. (see 8
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NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE 

1 "Discovery of Port Davey and Macquarie Harbour" and voyage 
round Tasmania by James Kelly in 1815-1816. N. D. 

Narrative written and signed by James Kelly entitled ''First 
discovery of Port Davey and Macquarie Harbour by James Kelly". 
The manuscript is undated but it was written some years after 
the events described, certainly after 1821, but probably this 
version was written for publication in the Hobart Town Courier 
in 1854. It was published serially in that paper, witli only 
minor editorial corrections or footnotes, between 3 April and 
14 April 1854 under the heading: "Sor11e unrecorded passages in 
the history of Van Diemen's Land (from a Very Old Stager)". 

The narrative is written in tl1e third person and begins: 
"On the 12th of December 1815 James Kelly sailed from Hobart 
Town in a small sized open 5 oared Whale Boat to examine the 
then unknown West Coast of Va11 D. Land, accompanied by the 
fo 11 owing named four men as the crew: John Griffiths, a native 
of the Colony, George Briggs, ditto, William Jones, Englishman, 
Thomas Tooms, ditto". According to Uris narrative they arrived 
at the inlet, which they named Port Davey "in honor of the then 
Lieutenant Governor", on 17 December. They spent the fo 11 owing 
three days there, camping on a point on the north side of the 
inlet where they cl eared 2 rods of scrub and pl anted garden 
seeds. They took soundings and made a sketch of the inlet's 
extent, naming the eastern arm, Bathurst Harbour in "honor 
of Lord Bathurst secretary for the colonies". They also cauqht 
a "great quantity of wild fowl, black swans, ducks and plenty of 
eels and fish". 

They reached Macquarie Harbour on 28 December, naming it in 
"honor of the then Governor of New South Wales" anci' landed on 
an island which they named Elizabeth Island in "honor of 
Mrs. Gordon wife of Jan1es Cordon of Pi ttwater", and another 
island about 25 mi l�s 11p thr llal'i101ll', v1as named Sarah Is land 
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